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cil carried by a majority of two-thirds of the
members present. It is upon the independence
of the supreme judiciary, alike from executive
control and from party and political pressure,
that the British system of government is
founded, whether federal or unitary. This
independence is a principle which has been
tested by many centuries of experience in
England. So also in America, in the Dominions
and in British India this same principle has
formed the basis of government. More than
even the parliamentary system, the success of
which has at best been partial and by no means
universal, the principle of the independence of
the judiciary has been found to be the strongest
bulwark of the popular rights and the surest
safeguard against arbitrary executive action.
In an earlier chapter we have dealt with the
weakness of judicial umpiring inherent in a
federal system. In a unitary government, such
as exists in England, judicial interpretation is
a check on administration and not on the
sovereignty of Parliament. Therefore its effect
is undeniably wholesome. It does not inter-
fere with any law passed by the King in Parlia-
ment. The Court, which is the interpreting
authority, is only authorised to see that the